
Autumn 2021
Members’ Meeting



Agenda

Richard Coulson, WRA Chair

Welcome and Introduction 

Richard Coulson

Update from the Board
- WRA 21st Anniversary Celebrations

- Carbon Footprint

08.20 – 08.35 am

Julia Turner and Gayle Whittaker, WRA

WRA Activity update08.35  - 08.50 am Dates of Future Meetings, 
AOB and Close

09.25 – 09.30 am

08.15 – 08.20 am 08.50 – 09.10 am WRA Technical Update  

Feedback from Members 
and Q&A with the Panel

Richard Coulson, Vicki Hughes and Julia 
Turner

09.10 – 09.25 am

Vicki Hughes, WRA Technical Lead and Enva 
Wood Recycling



Richard Coulson
WRA Chair and RWE

Board Update



Board Update 



Board Update 

Financials:

• Debtors excellent – thank you!

• Forecasting additional £25 k surplus for the year to add to £77K reserves

• Reserves high as no face-to-face meetings for 18 months and delayed WWC Testing/Other Technical work

• Business Plan/Budget review for 2022

• Additional WWC and technical work to come/21st anniversary/potential carbon footprint work

• Cashflow and year-to-date management reports available



Julia Turner and Gayle Whittaker
ED WRA and WRA PR and Communications Lead

WRA Activity Update



WRA Activity Update – ED 



WRA Activity Update – Communications 



Vicki Hughes
WRA Board Technical Lead and Enva Wood Recycling

Technical Update



Update from the EA 

• Now monitoring how WWC and new RPSs working on the ground – Feedback to follow

• Working with us to agree future Sampling/Testing Plan

• About to publish response to Exemption Consultation and transitional requirements

• ‘Misdescription of waste’ Project – Major focus on C&D sector



Update on the Non-Domestic RHI scheme 

15 September 2021



New requirements coming into force in 2022

A new annual maintenance check for all biomass boilers from the 1st April 2022:

• Biomass boilers on the NDRHI scheme must carry out annual maintenance checks.

• The checks must be carried out in accordance with the new MCS standard (published in June 2021)
and accredited by HETAS.

• It will be an ongoing obligation and Ofgem will have the power to withhold or reduce RHI payments if
there is a failure to comply.

A new fuel quality standard for all woodfuel used in biomass boilers  from the 1st April 2022:

• All fuel used in biomass boilers on the NDRHI scheme have to comply with this requirement.

• All fuel on the Biomass Suppliers List (BSL) will be compliant with this obligation. This should reduce 
the impact for participants who source their fuel from the BSL. 

• Ofgem will have the power to withhold or reduce RHI payments if there is a failure to comply.



Other changes

Equivalent schemes for fuel quality/maintenance checks:

• BEIS will assess equivalent standards/accreditation schemes and where approved, this could be used instead of 
the default standards. 

• The burden on proving equivalence will be with the participant, this includes the cost of assessing the 
standard/accreditation.

New BSL Administrator since July 2021:

• BEIS have appointed Woodsure to run the BSL scheme on behalf of BEIS after successfully winning the tender. 

BSL Advisory Panel (elections) end of 2021:

• The BSL advisory panel provide recommendations to BEIS mainly on biomass policy. 

• Membership is elected from various representative categories. The current membership has lapsed.

• There will be an election for new Advisory Panel members in the Q4 of this year. If you are interested please 
contact Woodsure via bslhelpdesk@woodsure.co.uk

mailto:bslhelpdesk@woodsure.co.uk


Questions

Contact tunde.Ojetola@beis.gov.uk with any questions about these topics

mailto:tunde.Ojetola@beis.gov.uk


• Two new RPSs in England

• Scotland – Own  position statement and 
confirmation that only Grade A for animal 
bedding

• Wales – Extended RPS207 and may follow 
SEPA position

• Northern Ireland – no decision yet

Guidance Launched



• Confirms what kind of waste wood is 
suitable for specific end markets

• Outlines typical sources

WRA Grading System



• What can/can’t move under new RPSs

• Paperwork - CWTNs/HCNs

• Permits

• % potentially haz waste wood in a load

• And Lots more …..

FAQs



Updates to go into FAQs

• Confirmation from EA that 19 codes to be added to RPS250  - already actioned

• HWCN should have worst case scenario listed on chemical components

• Incorrectly recorded percentages – have to follow formal rejection procedure

• Local Authority EA Team being asked how this is recorded on waste data flow forms

• CWTN wording – no need to refer to RPSs



WWC – What next?

• Feedback from NRW, SEPA and NIEA – regulatory divergence?

• Updating of Guidance/FAQs - do we need printed copies?

• Workshops

• Poster for sites

• On-going stakeholder engagement

• Develop Sampling/Testing Plans for both household and C&D items



What’s on the Horizon

• Environment Bill/ Resources and Waste Strategy
- Extended Producer Responsibility/Modulated Fees
- Packaging Recycling Targets/PRNs
- Electronic Waste Tracking
- Plant Efficiency

• WRA and Waste Wood Sector Carbon Footprint
- Supporting the Waste Hierarchy
- Targeting Net Zero

• Regulation
- Dust Best Practice



Feedback/Q&A Session



Winter – Wednesday 15th December – Telford
Spring 2022 – Wednesday 9th March – Venue TBC
Summer 2022 – 23rd June – potential 21st Anniversary Celebrations
Autumn 2022 – possibly 15th September TBC
Winter 2022 – 7th December

WRA Members’ Meetings for 2021/22



Thank you!

See us at Let’s Recycle Live on Stand AA4

http://www.woodrecyclers.org/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-wood-recyclers-association-limited/
http://www.woodrecyclers.org/
https://twitter.com/woodrecyclers

