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NOTES OF THE AUTUMN MEETING OF THE WOOD RECYCLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
WEDNESDAY 11.09.19, HILTON METROPOLE HOTEL, BIRMINGHAM 

 
 
Board members present Andy Hill  WRA Chair 
    Paul Caldwell  IQR 
    Richard Coulson RWE and WRA Deputy Chair  

Geoff Hadfield  Enva Wood Recycling 
    Jamie Plevin  R Plevin & Sons 
    Julia Turner  WRA Executive Director 

Alan Webb  JM Envirofuels 
 

 
Advisers to the WRA Vicki Hughes  WRA Technical Committee 
    Gayle Whittaker WRA Communications Lead 
 
Presenters   Howard Leberman Environment Agency 

Neil Bailey  Contract Energy Services 
 
And a record 104 members and guests representing 58 companies and organisations. 
(See attached attendee list) 
  
 
Welcome and Introduction  
 
Andy Hill welcomed those present, particularly new members and guests (see attached 
slides)  
 
 
Board Update 
 
Andy gave an overview of what had been discussed at the Board meeting the day before 
and presented the quarterly management accounts. (see attached slides) 
 

• The accounts showed a healthy position with reserves of £40,459 and £11,400 in the 
bank account.  Just over £5k had been spent on the Waste Wood Classification work 
so far out of the £15 k allocated. 

• Debtors were down to their lowest level ever at £2,060 – Andy thanked members for 
their help with this 

• He said that the 2020 budget would be presented at the next meeting 

• He also urged members to respond to the surveys about to be sent out – one on 
membership and one on dust and asked members to start thinking about the principle 
of natural capital and the contribution their businesses could make to net 
environmental gain 
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WRA Activity and Communications Update 
 
Julia Turner gave an overview of her activity over the last quarter (see attached slides) and 
areas of focus for the next 3 months. 
 
Gayle Whittaker gave a communications update for the last quarter, focusing on the 
highlights covered in the attached slides. 
 
She also talked about opportunities for members to raise their profile and planned updates to 
the website as well as a new on-line newsletter. 
 
 
Technical Update 
 
Vicki Hughes gave an update on the key technical issues the industry was facing. (see 
attached slides)  
 
On Waste Wood Classification, the detailed sampling and testing of fence posts and decking 
was now well underway with just over half of the samples in.  The results looked positive so 
far, but more sampling/testing was still required.  On the demolition side, securing samples 
was providing difficult so members may be asked to help with this.  An extension to the RPS 
had been requested and this has since been confirmed as July 2020. 
 
On Biomass Suppliers List/RHI Guidance, Vicki confirmed that Richard and Julia remain 
active members of the BSL Advisory Panel and Fuel Quality Subgroup to influence waste 
wood guidance.     
 
Dust and the HSE – Members would soon be receiving a benchmarking survey to establish 
where the industry was against the new WEL so that any actions required could be agreed 
and best practice guidance developed.  She urged all processing members to respond. 
 
Update on Regulatory Developments from the Environment Agency  
 
Howard Leberman gave an overview on key regulatory developments affecting the sector. 
 
On Waste Wood Classification, Howard explained that the work was about providing the 
evidence to ensure that wood recyclers and their associated supply chains can comply with 
the law and the WM3 Technical Guidance and was therefore of critical importance.  He said 
that the results so far were confirming that household waste was likely to be non-hazardous 
and that some items from the demolition stream may be hazardous.  He confirmed that an 
extension to the RPS had been requested and the panel had agreed this in principle (since 
the meeting this has been confirmed as 31st July 2020).  He also confirmed that the current 
position of mixed waste wood only being suitable for panel board or IED Chapter IV 
compliant biomass was likely to continue. 
 
Exemptions – The EA were still waiting for the Government to approve changes to this and 
delays had been caused by the current focus on BREXIT.  The first changes will come into 
force in August next year, but changes to the T6 Wood exemption probably wouldn’t happen 
until after that and will mean that a T6 can only be used to process clean, untreated waste 
wood with a 5 k tonne per annum threshold. 
 
RHI – The EA has had further discussions with BEIS about waste wood and a future 
consultation on their proposals is likely in the future. 
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Waste Crime – Howard mentioned that some additional money had been received by the EA 
to focus on gathering intelligence and running campaigns on reducing waste crime.  He 
introduced Andy Watkins from the EA who was one of 14 regional Waste Crime Engagement 
Officers with the aim of stopping/disrupting waste crime before it gets into the legal system.  
He will be working with trade associations such as the WRA to help with this. 
 
Developments in the UK Biomass Market 
 
Neil Bailey from Contract Energy Services gave a UK energy and biomass update (see 
attached slides).  He talked about trends in pricing and whether waste wood could now be 
classified as a commodity.  He also discussed what was likely to happen over the next 10 
years and further consolidation in the industry.   
 
Date and Location of Future Meetings 
 
Wednesday December 4th 2019 for Winter Members’ Meeting – venue tbc but will be in 
the Midlands 
 
Wednesday March 11th 2020 – venue tbc 
 
Wednesday June 3rd 2020 – venue tbc 
 
Dates for September and December 2020 meetings still tbc. 
 
 
Close of Meeting 
 
On behalf of the WRA Board, Andy Hill thanked all of our speakers and closed the meeting.   
 
 


